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Guidelines for Churches in ALERT LEVEL 1 

Information for Churches and Ministers  

These guidelines are designed to help churches and trusts function safely 

under Alert Level 1. The guidelines will be generally updated as further 

Government requirements are released.  We are in ALERT LEVEL 2 until 

midnight on Monday 8 June.  We move to LEVEL 1 on Tuesday 9 June. 

Alert Level 1 Church 

The purpose of Alert Level 1 is to PREPARE to move quickly to deal with any future spread 

of the COVID-19 disease. It has been described as a time when we are to “Be Watchful.” 

While there is considerable freedom of personal movement and the lifting of restrictions in 

relation to gatherings, there are some steps that we will take to remain safe and healthy. The 

principle remains to act in the direction of Loving Our Neighbours and to do so safely.  

There are no gathering restrictions under ALERT LEVEL 1. 

Requirements 

Church Gatherings, including funerals and weddings, and community facing ministry are 

permitted at any size provided the following conditions are met: 

● Hygiene practices must be followed and promoted including: 

○ Wash and dry your hands thoroughly and regularly. 

○ Don’t touch your face. 

○ Regularly disinfect surfaces. 

○ Take appropriate care with provision of food and drink. 

● No one is permitted to participate in any gatherings or events if they have COVID-19 

symptoms or if they need to be in isolation/quarantine for any reason. 

● A NZ COVID Tracer QR Code poster must be displayed to help people keep track of 

where they’ve been. 

A full description of the Alert Level 1 conditions with a comparison to Alert Level 2 can be 

found here. 

Contact Tracing  
The Government has signalled that contact tracing remains a vital part of its response if new 

cases should arise. Churches with contact tracing records will greatly assist this process if 

there was any connection to our congregations. We want to support the Ministry of Health’s 

ability to respond quickly to any future cases.  

Therefore, in addition to ensuring NZ COVID Tracer App QR codes are prominently 

displayed in publicly accessible buildings (but not homes) every WMCNZ church, trust etc. 

holding face-to-face gatherings must continue to operate a system that collects the 

contact details (full name i.e. first (not nickname) and last name, contact telephone 

number and address) of every person at every gathering. For the avoidance of doubt this 

includes adults, youth, children, babies, visitors and guests.  

https://covid19.govt.nz/assets/resources/tables/COVID-19-alert-levels-detailed.pdf


 

 

Options for how to meet this requirement are included in the WMCNZ’s COVID-19 Health & 

Safety Policy requirements.   

Reflections 

The following areas are suggested for reflection in your context: 

● Encouraging the scanning of NZ COVID Tracer QR Code posters as a routine 

practice; 

● Communion practices should be specifically addressed for your context to offer a 

hygienic, inclusive experience.  This is as much a pastoral opportunity for those with 

ongoing exposure concerns as it is a hygiene one; 

● Physical distancing is no longer required but consider how those who wish to 

physically distance from others can do so and still feel welcome at gatherings. Again, 

this is as much a pastoral opportunity for those with ongoing exposure concerns as it 

is a hygiene one; 

● Ongoing practices around prayer ministry including laying on of hands; 

● Greeting practices including hugging, handshakes, high fives and hongi. 

Mandatory Reporting 

With life returning largely to normal it is now even more important that all probable or 

confirmed cases of Covid-19 are reported to the National Secretary as soon as they 

are known.  We desire to walk with you if cases emerge in our churches and to reinforce our 

protocols alongside those required by the Ministry of Health. Please encourage congregation 

members to notify you if they are tested, require isolation or are otherwise being monitored 

for COVID-19 so that we are able to keep our churches safe. 

Pastoral Care, Funerals and Weddings 

There are no restrictions in place at Alert Level 1. 

Facilities/Workplace 

Workplaces must operate safely at Alert Level 1.  This means: 

• meeting appropriate public health requirements for their workplace (e.g. 

handwashing), and 

• fulfilling all other health and safety obligations. 

Where staff are working from church premises, they must comply strictly with Ministry of 

Health requirements for workplace operations. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1L6kClxWS2dPP24dLHGlNpb2Kb73qakbF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1L6kClxWS2dPP24dLHGlNpb2Kb73qakbF/view?usp=sharing
https://wesleyan.nz/level-two-resources/

