
A CONSISTENT LIFE ETHIC

S
E

R
IE

S
 1

IS
S

U
E

 N
O

. 1

WMCNZ CENTRE FOR THEOLOGY & PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT



THEN
THE LORD GOD
FORMED THE
MAN FROM THE
DUST OF THE
GROUND. HE
BREATHED THE
BREATH
OF LIFE INTO
THE MAN’S
NOSTRILS,
AND THE MAN
BECAME A
LIVING
PERSON. 



Genesis 2:7



Examining Wesleyan Methodist history,
particularly its history of social
engagement, reveals a faith steeped in an
understanding of the sacredness of human
life. Those who were influenced by John
Wesley were shaped by this understanding
to uphold the dignity of all and to rail
against what they saw as an affront to that
dignity. 

Wesleyan theology is consistent with
Scripture in holding fast to the belief that
all people are created in the image of God
(Gen 1:27,) and that God’s "prevenient
grace" is active in all, as God seeks to draw
all people to himself.

These commitments constituted the
foundation of John Wesley’s “Catholic Spirit,”
the well-known fight against the
Transatlantic Slave trade, the desire to
educate the poor, the desire to end the
economic exploitation of children, the
combat against the UK’s gin problem of
Wesley’s time, and even the formation of our
own Treaty of Waitangi, due in part to
Wesleyan Methodist missionary influence. 

We acknowledge that early New Zealand
missionaries did not always act in a manner
that reflected respect of Māori dignity
(especially once the floodgates of
colonisation opened up), nevertheless we
acknowledge the high view of all human
dignity and life which informed much of
their work.
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All people are created in the image of God and God’s “prevenient
grace” is active in all, as God seeks to draw all people to himself.

THE FOUNDATION



Precisely because life was
regarded as sacred, Wesleyan
Methodists and others influenced
by Wesley during the 18th and
19th centuries were at the
forefront of developing schools,
hospitals, improved sanitation
and various other initiatives, all
aimed at alleviating impediments
to the wellbeing of others. 

The combination of these
foundational beliefs and the way
that they were “outworked” in
action could rightly be described
as a “consistent life ethic.”

Wesleyan Methodists practiced a
consistent life ethic in promoting
what they believed would benefit
human life and flourishing, and
combatting anything that they
saw would diminish the dignity
of the human person. 

They were not focused on
singular issues; rather their ethic
motivated a consistent social
engagement across many sectors
of society.
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A CONSISTENT
LIFE ETHIC



WE ARE FOR
ANYTHING 
THAT ENABLES
HUMAN LIFE 
TO FLOURISH
TOWARDS GOD’S
INTENDED
PURPOSES, AND
WE SEEK TO
CHALLENGE
ANYTHING THAT
DEGRADES THE
HUMAN PERSON,
ROBS LIFE, OR
UNDERMINES THE
DIGNITY
INHERENT IN ALL
PEOPLE.



Following in that tradition, we seek to be people who hold to a consistent life
ethic. We confidently declare that we are for human life. We are for anything
that enables it to flourish towards God’s intended purposes, and we seek to
challenge anything that degrades the human person, robs life, or undermines
the dignity inherent in all people.

Our challenge, at all times and in all places, is to be contextually aware of
what enables and degrades the sacredness of human life and to respond
consistently to this awareness. Human life is a gift, and it is our responsibility
to treat it as such. This stewardship must cover every facet of our shared
humanity—physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual.

Our intent is that a consistent life ethic will inform our response to public
issues as they arise, affirming what upholds human dignity, and challenging
what degrades it.
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