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Marriages – information for Churches and 
Ministers – ALERT LEVEL 3 

This policy is guidance for Minister during periods New Zealand is at Alert Level 3. Alert 
Level 3 means that gatherings of any size are prohibited and public venues are closed 
unless they come within the very specific Marriage exceptions. 

Understanding Alert Level 3 

Gathering together for Marriage services is strictly controlled while New Zealand is at Alert 
Level 3.  These restrictions are in place to keep our families and whanau safe.   

Up to 10 people can gather for a Marriage service.  This is a change from the limitations 
which apply under Alert Level 4. 

In practice, this means that guests beyond the required Minister, the couple being married 
and the 2 required witness will not exceed 5 people. 
 
Wedding receptions and other celebrations are not allowed. Consumption of food/drink is not 
permitted. 
 

Proceeding with Marriages 
 
Marriage licences are issued by the Registrar-General. The Registrar-General’s role is to 
issue licences where the couple meets the legal requirements, to register celebrants and to 
register marriages that have been legally solemnised. The Registrar-General does not 

approve individual ceremonies. 
 
It is up to the couple and the Minister, as the celebrant, to use their judgement as to whether 
the marriage is essential and should proceed. 
 
We advise Ministers to carefully consider any request to conduct a marriage and whether it 
is the right thing to do at this time, taking into account the Ministry of Health’s guidance.  
Ministers need to be aware that this is not considered an essential service under 
government guidelines. 
 
No Minister is obliged by law to conduct a ceremony they are not comfortable with 
conducting.   
Please contact the National Superintendent, Rev Brett Jones if you need assistance in 
processing a request to conduct a marriage. 
 

Advice about ‘virtual’ weddings 
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Under the Marriage Act, a marriage can’t occur virtually or online and the couple, celebrant 
and witnesses must be physically present in the same place. 
 

Marriage License Changes or Refunds 
 
You may have congregation members who have had to postpone weddings.   
 
A Marriage license specifies a date and place for a wedding to take place.  It is best practice 
to conduct the wedding according to the Marriage License.  Where a wedding has been 
postponed, the Registrar-General will amend the details on the Marriage License on request 
of the couple. 
 
The Registrar-General is offering refunds to those who are not able to use the marriage 
licence within three months of getting it because of COVID-19.  
 
You can advise them to email celebrants@dia.govt.nz for assistance. 
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